
Art Deco Cocktail Cabinet 
By André Fréchet (1875-1973) 

Paris      Circa 1930 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

A palisander cabinet, the curved top above a pair of conforming doors enclosing 

adjustable shelves, with two pull-out shelves below.  The back panel and pull-out trays 

are mirrored, and the cabinet automatically illuminates when opened. 

A further pair of doors below, above a frieze drawer, on an out-curved plinth base.   The 

four stylish keys are original to the cabinet.  

 

 

Dimensions   :  200 cm high,  117.5 cm wide, 66 cm deep 

 

Marks    :  Unmarked, but with original invoice of purchase from  

Studio Art Deco in Frankfurt in 1988. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A n d re  F r ech e t  was  b o rn  i n  C h a l ons - su r - M arn e  an d  wo r ked  i n  P a r i s .  

A n  i n t e r io r  d es ig n er  a s  w e l l  a s  f u rn i tu r e  d es i gn e r ,  he  a l s o  w as  a  

p r o f es s o r  a t  E co l e  d e s  Beaux - A r t s  i n  N an t e s  i n  1 91 1 .  

H e  se t t l ed  i n  Pa r i s  an d  b ecam e d i r ec to r  o f  s tu d i es  a t  E co le  Bo u l l e  

( co l l eg e  o f  f i n e  a r t s  an d  c r a f t s  an d  app l i ed  a r t s )  –  an d  f ro m 1 9 19 - 34  

h e  w as  d i r ec t o r  o f  t h e  s cho o l .  F ro m 192 3  h e  w as  a l so  ed i to r  o f  t h e  

m ag az in e  M ob i l i e r  e t  D ecor a t i on  .  H e  a l so  d es ig n ed  f o r  S t ud i um  

L o uv r e  and  f r om  19 3 5 - 39  t aug h t  a t  Acad em i e  Ju l i an ,  a  p r i va t e  a r t  

s cho o l  i n  P a r i s  wh ich  h ad  b een  f ou nd ed  i n  18 67 .  S om e  o f  h i s  

s tu d en t s  w e r e  r ecu i t ed  fo r  Ar t  D eco  mas te r  J acq u es - Emi le  

R uh lm an n’ s  w or ks ho p .  

T h ro ug h  th e  1 92 0s  an d  19 30 s  F r eche t ’ s  wo rk  w as  exh ib i t e d  a t  t h e  

s a lo ns  o f  S o c i e t e  de s  Ar t i s t es  D eco r a t eu r s  an d  o cc as i on a l l y  a t  S a l on  

d ’ A uto mn e .  Wi t h  72  o f  h i s  s t ud en t s  h e  d es ig n ed  th e  p av i l i on  o f  t h e  

C i ty  o f  P ar i s  ( wi th  P i e r r e  L eh a l l e  G eor g es  L ev a rd )  an d  pa r t i c i p a t ed  

i n  t h e  p av i l i on  fo r  t h e  a t e l i e r  o f  S t u d iu m o f  t h e  M ag as in s  d u  Lo uv r e  

( d ep ar tm en t  s to r e  de s ig n  s tu d i o )  b o t h  a t  t h e  1 92 5  Pa r i s  Ex p os i t i o n  

In t e r n a t i on a l  d e s  Ar t s  D eco r a t i f s  e t  Ind us t r i e l s  M od e r n  –  t h e  

ex h i b i t i o n  wh ich  man y  y ear s  l a t e r  l aun ch ed  t he  t e rm  “A r t  Deco ” .  

A  copy of the original 1988 invoice is available, this was when the cabinet was 

purchased from Studio Art Deco in Frankfurt, for an amount of DM39000 (about 

US$20000 at the time). 

We are delighted to be able to present this stylish cabinet, as it is not common to find 

original French Art Deco furniture in South Africa. 
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