vase ANTELOPES

By Rene Lalique

First executed in 1925

A black enamelled clear glass vase, with bulbous shaped body, moulded in relief with
ball-shapes, with stylised black enamelled antelopes leaping over each protruding disk.

Height : 28 cms
Signatures : Engraved ‘R Lalique’ on base
Reference . Felix Marcilhac, Rene Lalique — Catalogue Raisonne

Des Oeuvres de Verre, Paris, 1989, p. 410,
no. 875.




ANTELOPES is a rare vase that was produced as clear, and clear with enamelling. Itis
one of the few models designed by Lalique that were enamelled, some of the others being
Lagamar, Oranges, Tourbillons, and Baies.

The black enamelled version is the rarer, simply because the enamelling process was
lengthy and complex. Pieces to be enamelled were painted with the enamel, and then
slowly reheated to almost glass melting point, so that the enamel could cure and fuse with
the surface. Very slow cooling down period followed. Needless to say, there were
many mishaps, and as a result few were made, and were sold at a premium.

What is very interesting, is that when originally sold, ANTELOPES was one of the most
expensive models on offer. It was more expensive than Oran, Perruches, Le Grande
Boule Lierre, Oranges, Naiades, Bacchantes, and the same price as Cluny and Senlis. It
was displayed as the front picture in the 1932 Lalique catalogue, which indicates that
Lalique ranked it as one of his greatest designs.
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